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Abstract

The paper delves into the socio-political realities portrayed in Nandeswar
Daimari’s literary work, with a specific focus on his poignant short story,
“Hotel Maoria.” The narrative unfolds against the historical backdrop of
the Bodo community in Assam, providing a nuanced exploration of their
social, political, economic, and cultural experiences. The study engages
with the multifaceted aspects of social dynamics within the narrative,
unraveling the discrimination, marginalization, and societal imbalanc-
es faced by the Bodo characters. It meticulously examines the political
landscape, intertwining the characters’ lives with the historical context of
the Bodoland movement, reflecting aspirations for autonomy and recog-
nition. The study investigates the broader implications of the Bodoland
movement, examining historical accords and their aftermath, shedding
light on the evolving socio-political dynamics. The analysis extends to the
characters and symbolism within “Hotel Maoria,” unraveling the layers
of meaning woven into Daimari’s narrative. The reception and impact of
the short story are explored, providing insights into its contribution to
the broader discourse on Bodo literature. The paper is an attempt to en-
capsulate the comprehensive exploration of socio-political realities within
Nandeswar Daimari’s “Hotel Maoria,” offering a valuable contribution
to the understanding of the Bodo community’s historical struggles and
the transformative power of literature in illuminating marginalized nar-
ratives.

Keywords: Bodo community; Bodoland Movement; Socio-political reali-
ties.

Introduction

Nandeswar Daimari’s literary work stands as a poignant reflection of the
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intricate socio-political tapestry of the Bodo community in Assam. Within
this context, “Hotel Maoria,” a short story penned by Daimari, becomes
a literary prism refracting the multifaceted realities experienced by the
Bodos. This introduction sets the stage for a comprehensive exploration
of the narrative, focusing on the intricate interplay of social, political, eco-
nomic, and cultural dynamics.

As a Sahitya Akademi awardee, Daimari’s storytelling artistry serves as
a cultural passage, transporting readers into the heart of the Bodo experi-
ence. The Bodo community, with its rich heritage and historical struggles,
finds resonance within the pages of “Hotel Maoria.” The narrative unfolds
against the backdrop of a society marred by discrimination, marginaliza-
tion, and economic disparities, offering a microcosm of the broader chal-
lenges faced by indigenous communities.

The short story becomes a literary canvas where characters grapple not
only with personal tribulations but also with the broader historical con-
text of the Bodoland movement. Through meticulous characterizations
and symbolic nuances, Daimari invites readers to navigate the socio-polit-
ical landscape, unraveling the aspirations for autonomy and recognition
embedded in the Bodo collective consciousness.

This piece of article embarks on an in-depth exploration of “Hotel Mao-
ria,” tracing the contours of the Bodo struggle for identity and empower-
ment. The subsequent discourse will dissect the layers of social, political,
and economic realities embedded in the narrative, providing a compre-
hensive understanding of Daimari’s contribution to the discourse on Bodo
literature and the transformative potential of storytelling in illuminating
marginalized narratives.

Historical Context of the Bodo Community: Resilience, Struggles, and
Identity

The history of the Bodo community is deeply rooted in the intricate tap-
estry of Assam’s past, reflecting a journey marked by resilience, struggles,
and a distinct cultural identity. Originating from the ancient Bodo-Kachari
kingdom, the community has traversed through various historical epochs,
shaping its unique narrative within the broader context of northeastern
India.

Ancient Roots: The roots of the Bodo community can be traced back to the
Bodo-Kachari kingdom, which thrived in the Brahmaputra Valley during
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ancient times. Their historical presence is intertwined with the socio-cul-
tural landscape of the region, and remnants of their ancient civilization
continue to be part of Assam’s historical heritage.

Colonial Encounters: The advent of British colonial rule in Assam brought
about significant changes in the socio-political fabric of the region. The
Bodos, like many other indigenous communities, faced transformations
in land-use patterns and administrative structures. The impact of colonial
policies, particularly in the domains of land rights and resource allocation,
laid the groundwork for future struggles.

Post-Independence Challenges: Post-Independence, the Bodo commu-
nity encountered a myriad of challenges, including socio-economic dis-
parities and political marginalization. The community, predominantly
residing in the Bodoland Territorial Region, faced obstacles in securing
their rights and representation within the larger political framework of
Assam. This period marked the beginnings of their active participation in
movements advocating for recognition and autonomy.

Struggles for Recognition: The latter half of the 20th century witnessed
the emergence of the Bodos as vocal advocates for their cultural and po-
litical rights. Various socio-political movements, such as the Bodo Accord
of 1968, reflected their struggle for recognition and representation. How-
ever, the fruition of these efforts remained elusive, leading to continued
agitation for the creation of a separate Bodoland.

Bodo Identity and Language: Central to the historical context is the pres-
ervation of Bodo identity, encompassing language, traditions, and cultur-
al practices. The Bodo language, an integral part of their heritage, became
a symbol of resistance against cultural assimilation. Efforts to nurture and
promote the Bodo language played a pivotal role in fostering a distinct
cultural identity within the community.

Role in the Bodoland Movement: The Bodo community’s historical jour-
ney intersects significantly with the Bodoland movement, a socio-political
struggle that sought to address their longstanding grievances. Beginning
in the late 20th century, the movement gained momentum as the Bodos
asserted their right to self-determination and autonomy. The demand for
a separate state or region, recognized as Bodoland, became a rallying cry
echoing through the hills and plains of Assam.

Historical Accords: The Bodoland movement culminated in a series of
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historical accords aimed at addressing the political aspirations of the Bodo
community. The Bodo Accord of 1993, signed on February 20, marked a
watershed moment, leading to the establishment of the Bodoland Auton-
omous Council (BAC). This accord granted legislative, executive, and fi-
nancial powers to the Bodo Territorial Areas District (BTAD). Subsequent
accords in 2003 and 2020 further refined the governance structures, re-
flecting the evolving nature of the Bodo movement.

Cultural Heritage and Festivals: Integral to the historical context is the
rich cultural heritage of the Bodo community, celebrated through vibrant
festivals and traditional practices. Festivals like Bwisagu, Domashi, and
others are not just cultural expressions but also manifestations of the com-
munity’s resilience and continuity in the face of historical challenges.

Contemporary Challenges and Future Aspirations: While the Bodo com-
munity has made strides in securing political autonomy, contemporary
challenges persist. Issues of equitable development, resource distribution,
and harmonious coexistence with neighboring communities continue to
shape the historical narrative of the Bodos. As the community looks to-
wards the future, there remains an ongoing commitment to preserving
their identity, fostering socio-economic development, and contributing to
the diverse cultural mosaic of Assam.

The historical context of the Bodo community weaves together a narrative
of struggles, resilience, and cultural identity. From ancient roots to con-
temporary challenges, the Bodos have navigated through epochs, leaving
an indelible mark on the historical fabric of Assam. The Bodoland move-
ment and subsequent accords stand as pivotal chapters, reflecting the
community’s pursuit of self-determination within the broader socio-polit-
ical landscape of northeastern India.

Literature as a Reflective Medium: Nandeswar Daimari’s “Hotel Mao-
L /4
ria

Literature, in its diverse forms, serves as a powerful mirror reflecting
the nuances of society, culture, and individual experiences. Nandeswar
Daimari’s “Hotel Maoria” stands as a testament to the transformative ca-
pacity of literature, functioning not only as a narrative medium but as a
reflective lens through which the socio-political realities of the Bodo com-
munity in Assam are vividly portrayed.

Daimari’s storytelling prowess transcends mere narration; it becomes an
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intricate dance between words and the lived experiences of the Bodo peo-
ple. The short story becomes a canvas, painting the cultural landscape and
historical struggles faced by the community. It serves as a reflection of
their identity assertion, a literary journey that encapsulates the collective
consciousness of the Bodos.

The narrative within “Hotel Maoria” becomes a repository of cultural
memory, preserving traditions, customs, and the linguistic richness of the
Bodo community. Through characters and plotlines, literature captures
the essence of daily life, societal challenges, and aspirations, inviting read-
ers into the heart of Bodo experiences. The Bodo language, a crucial facet
of their identity, is not only spoken but also embedded in the very fabric
of Daimari’s prose, acting as a bridge between the cultural past and the
contemporary struggles depicted in the narrative.

The short story delves into the complexities of identity, addressing the
challenges faced by the Bodos in a society where their cultural heritage is
often marginalized or overshadowed. Through the narrative lens, litera-
ture becomes a means of cultural preservation, documenting the nuances
of rituals, festivals, and daily practices that define the Bodo way of life.

Literature, in the hands of Daimari, becomes a vehicle for social aware-
ness and change. By inviting readers to empathize with the characters and
immerse themselves in the narrative, the short story becomes a catalyst for
understanding, breaking down barriers of unfamiliarity, and fostering a
sense of shared humanity. It transforms the Bodo community from being
‘the other’ to being an integral part of the collective human experience.

Literature, as exemplified by Nandeswar Daimari’s “Hotel Maoria,” is not
merely a collection of words on paper; it is a reflective medium that mir-
rors the cultural, social, and historical landscapes of the Bodo community.
Through the art of storytelling, Daimari crafts a narrative that transcends
the boundaries of time and space, offering readers a profound insight into
the multifaceted dimensions of the Bodo experience.

Social Realities in “Hotel Maoria”: Nandeswar Daimari’s Narrative Tap-
estry

Nandeswar Daimari’s “Hotel Maoria” intricately unravels the social real-
ities that form the backdrop of the Bodo community’s existence in Assam.
The short story serves as a microcosm, painting a vivid picture of the dis-
crimination, marginalization, and societal imbalances that define the lives

283



IIS Univ.J.A. Vol.14 (4), 279-291 (2025)

of its characters.

Discrimination becomes a prevailing theme, with the narrative unveiling
the stark disparities faced by the Bodo characters. Daimari, through his
storytelling finesse, captures the subtle nuances of societal prejudices that
relegate the Bodos to the periphery.

Marginalization emerges as a poignant thread woven into the fabric of
the narrative. The characters, grappling with economic challenges and
social exclusion, embody the broader struggles faced by the Bodo com-
munity. Daimari’s portrayal sheds light on the systemic barriers that limit
opportunities for the Bodos, pushing them to the fringes of society. The
characters’ narratives become a reflection of the collective marginalization
experienced by the community.

The social imbalances depicted in “Hotel Maoria” are not merely confined
to economic disparities but extend to the very core of social interactions.
The characters navigate a society where their cultural identity is often
overlooked, and the richness of their heritage is overshadowed. The nar-
rative delves into the intricacies of identity assertion, portraying the char-
acters’ attempts to carve a space for themselves within a societal frame-
work that tends to homogenize rather than celebrate diversity.

“Hotel Maoria” stands as a narrative tapestry woven with the threads of
discrimination, marginalization, and cultural erosion. Daimari’s storytell-
ing prowess brings to life the social realities faced by the Bodo communi-
ty, providing readers with a nuanced understanding of the challenges that
shape their existence. The short story becomes a powerful commentary
on the need for societal introspection and a call to address the imbalances
that perpetuate the marginalization of indigenous communities.

Political Dynamics in the Narrative of “Hotel Maoria”

Nandeswar Daimari’s “Hotel Maoria” artfully interweaves the intricate
political dynamics of the Bodo community within the fabric of the nar-
rative. The short story serves as a literary prism, refracting the historical
struggles and aspirations for self-determination that have defined the po-
litical landscape of the Bodo people in Assam.

The characters in “Hotel Maoria” become active participants in the broad-
er political context, navigating the tumultuous terrain of the Bodoland
movement. Daimari subtly embeds political undertones into the storyline,
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providing readers with a nuanced understanding of the socio-political
forces that shape the characters’ lives. The Bodoland movement, a central
theme in the narrative, reflects the historical struggles for autonomy and
political representation of the Bodo community. The characters, in their
quest for identity and recognition, become symbolic representations of the
broader aspirations of the Bodo people. Daimari, through his storytelling
prowess, captures the fervor, aspirations, and challenges inherent in the
political struggle for the creation of the Bodoland Territorial Region.

The narrative unfolds against the backdrop of agitations, negotiations,
and the evolving political landscape of Assam. The characters’ lives are
intricately entwined with the historical context of the Bodoland move-
ment, highlighting the inextricable link between personal narratives and
the larger political canvas. Daimari’s portrayal invites readers to witness
the complexities of political activism and the resilience of a community
striving for autonomy.

“Hotel Maoria” serves as a narrative canvas where political dynamics
shape the destinies of its characters. By seamlessly integrating the person-
al and the political, Daimari creates a storyline that not only delves into
the individual struggles of the characters but also provides a textured ex-
ploration of the historical and political forces that have molded the Bodo
community’s collective identity.

The political dynamics in “Hotel Maoria” add layers of depth to the nar-
rative, enriching the storytelling with the complexities of the Bodoland
movement. Daimari’s nuanced portrayal invites readers to navigate the
intricate terrain of political activism, providing a profound insight into
the aspirations, challenges, and resilience of the Bodo community in their
quest for political recognition and self-determination.

Bodoland Movement: The Narrative Canvas in “Hotel Maoria”

Nandeswar Daimari’s “Hotel Maoria” unfolds against the sweeping back-
drop of the Bodoland movement, transforming the narrative into a canvas
that vividly portrays the historical struggle for autonomy and recognition
by the Bodo community in Assam.

The Bodoland movement, a socio-political upheaval, becomes an integral
part of the characters’ lives, influencing their actions, aspirations, and the
very fabric of the dilapidated hotel they inhabit. Daimari skillfully inter-
twines personal narratives with the broader canvas of political activism,
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inviting readers to witness the complexities and fervour of the movement.

The characters in “Hotel Maoria” emerge as active participants in the
Bodoland movement, reflecting the broader historical context of the Bodo
struggle for self-determination. Daimari’s storytelling prowess captures
the essence of the movement—the agitations, the negotiations, and the
palpable tension that reverberates through the hills and plains of Assam.
The characters grapple not only with personal tribulations but also with
the weight of historical expectations and the collective yearning for a ter-
ritorial region that acknowledges their cultural and political rights.

The Bodoland movement becomes a narrative canvas where individual
stories interlace with collective aspirations. Daimari’s storytelling prow-
ess elevates the movement from the pages of history books to a living,
breathing entity within the fictional world of “Hotel Maoria.” The strug-
gle for Bodoland autonomy becomes more than a political demand — it be-
comes the heartbeat of the narrative, pulsating through the lives, dreams,
and challenges faced by the characters.

“Hotel Maoria” stands as a testament to the transformative power of lit-
erature in portraying historical movements. The Bodoland movement, in-
tricately woven into the narrative fabric, transforms the short story into
a narrative canvas that vividly captures the aspirations, challenges, and
resilience of the Bodo community during a pivotal chapter in their history.

The Significance of Bodoland Accord: Navigating Historical Waters

The Bodoland Accord, a landmark agreement signed on February 20,
1993, holds immense significance in the historical trajectory of the Bodo
community in Assam. Crafted to address the political aspirations of the
Bodos, the accord marked a pivotal moment in the quest for autonomy
and recognition within the broader socio-political landscape of northeast-
ern India.

The Bodoland Accord emerged against the backdrop of the Bodoland
movement—a socio-political struggle advocating for a separate territorial
region for the Bodo people. The accord, signed between the Government
of India, the Government of Assam, and the Bodo Liberation Tigers, in
1993 aimed to redress historical grievances and pave the way for the es-
tablishment of the Bodoland Autonomous Council (BAC).

The accord granted the BAC legislative, executive, and financial powers,

286



Goyari & Baro 2025

empowering the Bodos to govern their affairs within the Council. This
marked a departure from the past, where the Bodo community had been
grappling with political marginalization and a lack of representation in
the larger political structure of Assam.

Subsequent to the Bodoland Accord of 1993, the Bodo movement contin-
ued to evolve, necessitating further negotiations and adjustments to ad-
dress emerging challenges. This led to the signing of the Bodo Accord in
2003, which aimed to refine and strengthen the administrative structures
within the BTAD. The accord reflected a commitment to the continued de-
velopment of the Bodo community and the preservation of their cultural
identity.

Further emphasizing the dynamic nature of the region and the complexi-
ties of addressing historical grievances, a third accord was signed on Jan-
uary 27, 2020. The Bodo Accord of 2020 sought to redraw the territorial
boundaries of the BTAD, expanding its jurisdiction and accommodating
the aspirations of diverse communities residing in the region.

The significance of the Bodoland Accord lies not only in its immediate
impact on the political landscape but also in its broader implications for
peace and stability in the region. By addressing the political demands of
the Bodos, the accord aimed to quell the longstanding agitations and cre-
ate a framework for coexistence among diverse communities in Assam.

The establishment of the Bodoland Territorial Region following the ac-
cords has allowed the Bodo community a platform for self-administration.
It has provided opportunities for socio-economic development, educa-
tional empowerment, and cultural preservation within the region.

The significance of the Bodoland Accord resonates through the years,
representing a watershed moment in the political evolution of the Bodo
community. Beyond its immediate political ramifications, the accord has
contributed to the stability of the region, fostering a sense of empower-
ment and self-determination among the Bodos.

Aftermath and Societal Changes: Post Bodoland Accord Era

The aftermath of the Bodoland Accord ushered in a transformative pe-
riod marked by societal changes, political shifts, and the recalibration of
governance structures within the Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR). The
accord, signed on January 27, 2020, has left an indelible impact on the so-
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cio-political landscape, initiating a series of developments that shaped the
lives of the Bodo community and other inhabitants of the region.

The post-accord era witnessed significant societal changes, particularly
in the realms of education, healthcare, and infrastructure. Government
initiatives and developmental projects were implemented to address his-
torical neglect and ensure equitable growth across the region. Educational
institutions were established, healthcare facilities were improved, and in-
frastructure projects aimed at fostering economic development were ini-
tiated. These changes sought to uplift the living standards of the people
residing in the BTAD.

The Bodo community experienced a palpable sense of empowerment as
they actively participated in the decision-making processes through elect-
ed representatives in the BTR. This marked a departure from the pre-ac-
cord era, characterized by political marginalization and a lack of repre-
sentation. The BAC, BTC and BTR played a crucial role in addressing the
socio-economic needs of the Bodos and other communities within the
BTAD, fostering a more inclusive and participatory form of governance.

However, the aftermath also presented challenges that needed careful
navigation. The redistribution of resources, demographic changes, and
the need for inter-community harmony required concerted efforts. Strik-
ing a balance between the aspirations of different communities within the
BTAD became imperative for sustained socio-economic development and
peaceful coexistence.

Analysis of Characters and Symbolism in “Hotel Maoria”

Nandeswar Daimari’s “Hotel Maoria” unfolds as a narrative tapestry in-
tricately woven with characters whose lives become symbolic representa-
tions of the broader socio-political realities faced by the Bodo community.
The author himself is the main character in the short story “Hotel Mao-
ria”. He was at the age of ten he went with his father for the first time to
the Kokrajhar and to have lunch at the Bodo hotel. The name of the hotel
was Bajwi. The owner of the hotel was also a Bodo people. His father
was taught in a private Bodo medium high school where he was a head
teacher. Moreover, one could not find any hotel owned by the Bodos at
that time. Some other communities of Indian hotels may have had seen
successfully but no one could even dream of starting any hotel from the
Bodo communities. Even if someone started a hotel, the other commu-
nities would not dare to enter these establishment as they abhored both
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people and food. Thulunga, the young, orphaned characters, residing in
the dilapidated hotel, serve as conduits through which Daimari explores
the nuanced layers of identity, discrimination, and the erosion of cultural
heritage.

The protagonist, often emblematic of the collective aspirations of the Bodo
people, grapples with the weight of historical injustices and the struggle
for self-determination. Through the supporting characters, Daimari un-
veils the multifaceted dimensions of societal discrimination, economic
disparities, and the erosion of cultural identity.

Symbolism permeates the narrative, with each character and setting serv-
ing as a metaphorical reflection of the broader socio-political context. The
characters, navigating the crumbling infrastructure, embody the resilience
and adaptability of the Bodo community amidst historical challenges.

The Bodo language, intricately woven into the fabric of the narrative, be-
comes a symbol of resistance against cultural assimilation. Through the
characters’ linguistic expressions, Daimari highlights the significance of
language as a marker of identity and a tool for asserting cultural distinc-
tiveness.

The depiction in the short story “Hotel Maoria” extends beyond the liter-
ary realm, influencing discussions on cultural preservation, identity pol-
itics, and the challenges faced by indigenous communities. Scholars have
engaged in critical analyses of the story, recognizing its contribution to the
larger discourse on marginalized narratives and the importance of litera-
ture in fostering understanding and empathy.

Comparative Perspectives on Bodo Literature

Nandeswar Daimari’s “Hotel Maoria” stands within the larger frame-
work of Bodo literature, offering a lens through which one can explore the
unique features and contributions of Bodo literary works. Comparative
perspectives on Bodo literature reveal its distinct characteristics, shared
themes, and the evolving landscape of indigenous storytelling.

Bodo literature, rich in oral traditions, folklore, and lyrical expressions,
exhibits a profound connection to the cultural heritage of the Bodo com-
munity. The interplay of tradition and modernity, evident in Daimari’s
narrative, reflects a broader trend within Bodo literature. Themes of iden-
tity, cultural preservation, and struggles for recognition permeate various
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works, echoing the socio-political realities faced by the community.

Comparisons can be drawn between “Hotel Maoria” and other Bodo short
stories, such as Daimari’s “Boxing” and “Jiu Safarni Dakhwn.” These nar-
ratives collectively contribute to the exploration of Bodo identity, shed-
ding light on diverse facets of Bodo life and the challenges encountered by
the community. The recurring motifs of cultural erosion, discrimination,
and the resilience of the Bodo people create a thematic thread that binds
these works together.

Furthermore, a comparative analysis may extend to Bodo literature’s role
within the broader context of Indian literature. The intersection of indig-
enous storytelling with the larger literary landscape highlights the diver-
sity of narratives within the Indian literary canon. Bodo literature, with
its unique linguistic and cultural markers, enriches the mosaic of Indian
literature, contributing narratives that amplify the voices of marginalized
communities.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Nandeswar Daimari’s “Hotel Maoria” emerges as a poi-
gnant reflection within the broader tapestry of Bodo literature. The com-
parative perspectives on Bodo literature showcase its significance in cap-
turing the diverse experiences, challenges, and aspirations of the Bodo
community. Through the lens of Daimari’s storytelling, themes of iden-
tity, cultural preservation, and socio-political struggles come to the fore-
front, resonating with the larger discourse on indigenous narratives.

“Hotel Maoria” transcends its role as a short story, becoming a vessel for
collective storytelling and a bridge between Bodo literature and the world.
Its impact lies not only in its narrative intricacies but also in its contri-
bution to a broader understanding of the Bodo community’s journey. As
Bodo literature continues to evolve, narratives like “Hotel Maoria” remain
integral to preserving cultural heritage, fostering awareness, and ensuring
that the voices of indigenous communities find resonance in the diverse
chorus of world literature.
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